To all my Tenants:
It is wild how the year starts off with floods and then we have a drought!  Only in Texas. :)

During dry or drought conditions your foundations are getting thirsty.  I wanted to send you this letter to remind you to please make sure to run soaker hoses in these dry conditions around the complete foundation exterior of the house.  The dirt along the foundation should be flush/ sitting right next to the foundation without any gaps between the dirt and the foundation.  Please water the foundation with your soaker hoses for a period of at least 4 hours two times a week.  You may need to soak around your foundation more than 4 hours at a time.  According to Element brand - soaker pro product from your local hardware store, it takes approximately 50 minutes to soak 1/4 inch deep, 100 minutes for 1/2 inch depth, etc.  Your foundation is 4-5 inches height exterior slab with 24 inch beams.  So, it will take some time to accurately soak your foundation.

Continue to use this soaking process until the dirt is laid up against the foundation.  This doesn't require flooding around the property.  If it has created a pool of water, then you have too much water.  Not all sides of the house require as much water to soak the foundation properly.  (example: Some sides of a house have more shade and take longer to dry.)  The dirt should be moist as it lays up against the foundation.  Once it starts raining at a more consistent basis, then soaking the foundation will only be required on an as needed basis to keep the soil up next to the foundation without gaps. 

If you notice holes develop to where you can see the bottom of your foundation or partially underneath your foundation you will need to buy some dirt/ top soil and fill those areas.  This can be purchased at your local hardware store. When soaking, this new dirt will compact under the foundation to make it even more solid in the future.  In most situations 2 inches of the foundation slab is normal to see above the dirt.  Please also note that brick is never to be at ground level.  Brick can leak water. Foundations are made to block water.  So if the brick is at ground level then the ground may need to be trenched until the foundation is exposed for 2 inches or so.
Soaker hoses can be purchased at most local hardware stores.  Your property may require more than 1 soaker hose to reach around the exterior parameter of the foundation.  Element brand recommended not to use a soaker hose longer than 150 ft.
Please let me know if you have any questions.  I appreciate you.  Make sure you drink plenty of water during any hot weather.  Stay hydrated.
Thanks.

Clint Cash
Cash Holdings  LLC
PO Box 117092

Carrollton, TX  75007

972.742.8191
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